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has more naturalised exotic vascular plant species than natives, many of which are 

sleeper weeds. Multi-targeting is suggested here as a new approach for safe and effective 
management of multiple, closely related invasive and sleeper weed species, from groups 

a case study, and strong support was found for the multi-targeting approach. Thus, three 

agent Rhinocyllus conicus more in the presence of its preferred host, Carduus nutans

ASSESSING THE POTENTIAL FOR BIOLOGICAL 
CONTROL OF BUDDLEJA DAVIDII WITH THE FUNGUS 

CHONDROSTEREUM PURPUREUM

T.D. RAMSFIELD and M.W.P. POWER

Scion, Forest Biosecurity and Protection, Private Bag 3020, Rotorua, 
New Zealand

Buddleja davidii is a perennial woody shrub that is highly invasive in many parts of 

inundative biological control of this weed using Chondrostereum purpureum, a wound 
invasive basidiomycete. The fungus has been registered for woody weed control in 

B. davidii

cut surface of the stems was immediately inoculated with C. purpureum-colonised malt 

of three isolates and the control (inoculation with sterile MEA). One year following 
inoculation, no fruiting bodies of C. purpureum have been observed on the treated 
B. davidii. Although the inoculated stems appear dead, most replicates have extensive 
epicormic shoot development and are forming coppices.
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