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Onion white rot caused by Sclerotium cepivorum continues to be a major fungal 

be predicted by the use of cumulative average daily soil temperatures above a base 
temperature (white rot degree days). This prediction model was used to determine 
the optimal timing for fungicide application. Analysis of data from trials on timing of 

this value achieved relatively poor control. Spray programmes should start before the 

days achieving the best control.

VINE DEATH OF HORT16A IN CHILE CAUSED BY 
VERTICILLIUM ALBO-ATRUM

R.A. FULLERTON1 2 2,
1, R.A. MARTIN 4

1HortResearch, Private Bag 92169, Auckland Mail Centre, Auckland 1142, 
New Zealand

2Departamento de Sanidad Vegetal, Facultad de Ciencias Agronómicas, Avenida 
Santa Rosa 11.315 Comuna de La Pintana Código Postal: 8820808 Santiago, Chile

3ZESPRI International Ltd, PO Box 4043, Mt Maunganui South, New Zealand
4Agricola Ponderosa Ltda, PO Box 28, Requinoa, Chile

Corresponding author: BFullerton@hortresearch.co.nz

Actinidia chinensis

is caused by Verticillium albo-atrum, a soil-borne pathogen that infects the roots, 
subsequently invading the whole plant. Apparently healthy plants suddenly develop 
necrotic patches on leaves and the whole plant wilts and dies. Other symptoms include 
cracking of the bark, brown discoloration of vascular tissues, and profuse growth of 

causing a serious disease in kiwifruit. A number of remedies including soil and trunk 
injections with fungicide and soil fumigation for replant sites are being evaluated.
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