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FOREWORD

Last year I commented on the effects of falling dairy payouts and a worldwide recession. 
Although commentators tell us the recession is over and economies are on the mend, there 
are residual effects that persist for a longer time. Research funding appears to be one of 
these. With funding fixed for 12 or more months in advance research institutions initially 
weathered the storm well but ultimately less funding was available. This appears to be a 
widespread trend, at least for weeds, with large federal and state funding cuts in Australia, 
Canada, Germany and USA, all of which are important collaborator countries.

This year the Society received the fewest paper submissions for many years and our 
conference will have the lowest number of papers presented since 1973. There are a 
number of potential reasons for this. For example, it could be a reflection of cutbacks to 
research budgets, including travel, and/or overall reduced funding to the classical science 
areas to which much of Plant Protection Science belongs, Alternatively, society members 
may be facing conference fatigue or have chosen not to visit New Plymouth. Whether this 
is a blip on the radar or a long-term trend will probably not be able to be determined for 
a year or two.

You will now have noticed the new look to the Journal, which was approved at the 
2009 annual meeting. These are the first changes since it went all green in 1987. The 
new cover design and paper format bring it into the modern era, yet important elements 
of the Journal’s traditional look have been maintained. Thanks to Sue Zydenbos, Toni 
Withers, Ian Popay and Hayley Ridgway for this. The Proceedings of the Symposia have 
become another regular publication. Last year a very successful symposium on microbial 
products was organised by Sue Zydenbos and Trevor Jackson. This year the trend is 
continuing, with Hayley Ridgeway organising a symposium entitled ‘Paddock to PCR 
– Demystifying molecular technologies for practical plant protection’. Further reflecting 
the enthusiasm of committee members were the two regional seminars held this year. 
These were the brainchild of Karyn Froud, with the Christchurch one being particularly 
well-attended.

The Society is still well supported by its members, and there is no shortage of 
applicants for scholarships and travel grants. We congratulate Jeyaseelan Baskarathevan 
and Regina Billones for winning the NZPPS Scholarships and Craig Sixtus the Dan 
Watkins Scholarship in Weed Science. Other important congratulations also go to Ken 
Jeffery for being awarded the New Zealand Plant Protection Medal and to Wayne Bennett 
and daughter Julia of Forest Flora Nursery for being awarded the Most Weed Wise Nursery 
Award. Six travel grants were also awarded so that students could attend the conference to 
present their papers and posters.

This year also saw the publication of the third edition of ‘An Illustrated Guide to 
Common Weeds of New Zealand”. This greatly expanded version is being well received 
and sales have been brisk. This, along with sales of The Society’s other publications, 
promises to keep the society in good financial health.

As I will be stepping down at the Annual Meeting this year I wish to thank the members 
of the committee, all of whom have worked hard on your behalf. Particular thanks to 
Jayanthi who has very capably taken on the role of secretary for the past year.

Trevor James
President, New Zealand Plant Protection Society
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