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OBITUARY
Trevor McIntyre Patterson

Trevor McIntyre Patterson died peacefully at his home near Cambridge
on 12th February 2018.

Trevor grew up in a farming family in the Waikato and this farming
childhood stayed with him. Anyone who knew him would remember
his beloved Kaanga farm and maize. It will never be known how many
trials to improve maize agronomy were undertaken on Trevor’s slice of
farming paradise.

Trevor was filled with a passion for family, faith, cricket, farming
and science. He combined the last two to make a successful career in
Plant Protection within the Agricultural Chemical Industry where he
spent the major part of his career. Trevor devoted much time to his
family and his church, especially when he was around the Waikato.
Trevor studied at Victoria University and entered the world of weed science with Department of
Agriculture at Rukuhia, in the early 1970s. There he conducted trials with weeds and herbicides and
summarised the national results for this journal. He was always an observant researcher and developed
a unique weed effect scoring system which is still talked about, affected, dead, very dead. Ciba Geigy
recognised the unique knowledge and skill set Trevor had; a love of chemistry, a lifelong understanding
of farming and his sharp inquisitive mind. This was his gateway to the industry. Trevor carried out
research, development and registration for decades bringing to the New Zealand farmer many new
plant protection agents. Many are presented in papers and research notes/abstracts of this journal. To
list a few: the triazines, a very successful and wide group of herbicides; triazole fungicides for use in
cereals, apples, grapes etc; diazinon, for many years a key insecticide on nearly all crops; carbamate
maize seed treatment; neonicotinoid chemistry. Trevor’s role as Technical Manager enabled him to bring
new chemistry to advance pest, weed and disease management. A quiet, modest, generous and helpful
man Trevor would be embarrassed to see his name mentioned as one of those that brought the New
Zealand Agchem industry into the modern era of pest control. Yet he rightly deserves that recognition.

In the later part of his career, after retiring from Syngenta, Trevor set up a registration consultancy
firm offering his services to those who wanted to develop, research and register plant protection products.
This was successful undertaking for both Trevor and his clients. Trevor also took on contract work for
the Agricultural and Veterinary Medicines group where his practical views and deep knowledge of the
chemical industry were an asset.

Trevor was a life member of our Society, elected in 1997, which was in recognition of his support and
commitment to the role that the Society has in plant protection and New Zealand primary industries.
He served as president 1986-1987.

Trevor was right handed but batted in cricket left handed as he considered it harder for a bowler to
get him out. That was the lateral, innovative, strategic thinker he was, with a practical focus on the goal’
streak. A perfect set of abilities for our industry.

Trevor played a good set of innings, scored many impressive results and proudly played with a
straight bat facing all the obstacles life could and did bowl at him.






